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St. Andrew’s

space upstairs)

education offered to children,
teens and adults at

St. Andrew’s for the
upcoming year

DON’T MISS IT!

Food < Fun « surprises

CHRISTIAN FORMATION CELEBRATION

WHO: Children (and their parents), Teens, Adults

WHAT: A luncheon celebration of Christian education at
WHERE: Parish Hall (with tours to the newly renovated children’s

WHEN:  Sunday, August 22 & 12:15 pn.

WHY: To celebrate, and find out information about Christian
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The Eucharist as
Center

Fr. Richad Lightsey
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have heard how ice skaterpoint upon each weekiptation?
can twirl at blinding speed In the letter to the
without experiencingnausea Colossians, the writer makes a
and dizziness... they keep theiremarkable statement, "Jesus is
eyes on a fixed object uporthe image of the invisible God,
every rotation. | believe wethe firstborn of all creation; for
can apply a similar "trick"We in him all things in heaven and
can have sacred and fixedn earth were created... all
points upon which we keep outhings have been created
eyes fixed as our own lives spithrough him and for him..."
round and round. (Col. 1:1-3) In Christian
As we reached the halftheology the spiritual being of
way mark of summer vacation,Jesus is the center of all reality
| have heard several commentsjsible and invisible. We are
"Where did the summer go?" biven Jesus as the centéNe
have also sat at the sides @re given the Eucharist as the
hospital beds of lives atsacrament of Jesus...the visible
journey's end and have thoughsign marking the invisible
"One day this will be me andpresence.
will I wonder, "Where did my The Eucharist, a
life go?" Our lives are emmoving survivor of two thousand years
object, and sometimes they caaf cultural and spiritual
spin away from us if we do notdevelopment, is the cornerstone
have our eyes fixed upon thef a life lived between heaven
sacred and vital. and earth. It is a "thin place"
| offer the Eucharist as awhere the fullness of Christ
fixed and sacred point todwells among the community
maintain in life. of the faithful and seeking. Itis
Over the past year | havea divine mystery where the
kept attendanceAs | observe altar, bread, cup, and people
attendance patterns | pray fodwell together with Christ and
the people and households dflis altar of reconciliation being
the parish, both present anthe center of all things.
absent, particularly those who To think of the Eucharist
have missed multiple weeks. &s simply "a church service" or
wonder what is the schedule"attending church" is a great
and priorities of a life if the underestimation of the
Eucharist is no longer a fixedexperience and gift.tdortunatly,

continued on pg. 2



it is a mistake that all are bound to make at sd

point in life. In my youth | walked away from the

Eucharist to pursue a more relevant and "zealc
Christian life. Howeverthe center of that life wa
not Christ, it was me, and the esddranging
moods and stations of my life and culture. |
journey back to the altar and Eucharist of Ch
has provided the fixed and sacred point to fix

soul and faith as my life revolves and evolves.

My weeks are marked and fixed around the habit

of gathering with the faith community around t

altar of Christ, where together we listen to the

wisdom of God, share the peace andjifi@ness
of God, and are tethered together by the body
blood of God in the Eucharist. It is nourishme

for my soul and the foundation of my spiritufal

formation.
| have come to the conclusion that we can
keep our lives from spinning; it is part of th

me

Catch the 11:11
Experience

us

v/

A Soulful, Inspiring,
Relevant and Real Experience
With Audio & Visual Artistic
Presentations

ly
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Sundays @1 1:11 AM

e

Saint Andrew Episcopal Church
602 West Superior Street
Kokomo, IN 46901

ang Phone: 765.457.2075
nt http://saintandrewkokomo.org

The 11:11 in August
not The 11:11 service is offered with visitors in
emind. It is a ministry as well as a spiritual home for
the people of the parish. Though it is now more than

reality of life on a revolving globe.We can,

center of our spinning, | fdr to you the Eucharis
"the gift of God for the people of God," as t
fixed and sacred point that you return to or
weekly basis.

however have some control over what lies at {

CAN YOU HELP

Kokomo Rescue Mission-Every Sunday Is Special

Please bring the items on Sunday mornings and put in
the basket at the back of the sanctuary

FIRST SUNDAY: PAPER
Toilet paper, tissues, paper towels, diapers

SECOND SuUNDAY: CANNED GooDSs & CEREALS

THIRD SUNDAY: “P” S UNDAY
Pasta (mac & cheese), protein (peanut butter, tuna,
canned meats) peaches, pears, [get the idea?]

FOURTH SUNDAY: HEALTH SUPPLIES
Toothpaste, tooth brushes, floss, mouth wash,
deodorant, bar soap, etc.

FiFTH SuNDAY: CLEANING SUPPLIES
Dish soap, laundry detergent, disinfectant, etc.

éen years old, the 11:11 service is an innovative,
informal, and upbeat presentation of the Episcopal
liturgy.

e Over the past ten years, much has been
g@ritten about the "Emergent Church." Basically, itis a
return to ancient liturgy by the more contemporary
Protestant traditions. At Saint Andrew, the 11:11
service has been our "Emergent Church" experience.
It has captured the hearts and souls of many for
whom it has become their spiritual home.

If you are an 11:1ler, be sensitive to the
people the Spirit brings across your path and do not
hesitate to invite and accompany them to the 11:11
service. If you are not an 11:11er, pray for the ministry
of the 11:11 community and experience, that God may
bless the work and harvest.

AucusT 1: “Y ou HAvE BEEN RAISED WITH CHRIST”
Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

AucusT 8: "D o NoT BE AFRAID"
Genesis 15: 1-6; Psalm 33: 12-22; Luke 12:32-40

AUGUST 15: “S URROUNDED BY So GREAT A CLouD”
Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56

AucusT 22: "A HoLy SABBATH"
Isaiah 58: 9-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Luke 13:10-17

AUGUST 29: “T o HAVE ENTERTAINED ANGELS”

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:7-14

Satur day, August 21, 2010
5 -8:00 PM
St. Andr ew
Episcopal Chur ch

602 W Superior Str  eet
Across from F oster P ark

Bring your lawn chairs and spend an evening with our
parish family! Family fun activities begin at 5:00 PM,
music begins at 7:00 PM! Music is by the 11:11 Music
Team. Bring your family, your neighbors, and your
friends and let them experience St. Andrew Parish.
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One Communion and Fellowship in Christ

Reborn to New Life..August 1: 1973 Allen McDaniel, 1970 Heather McAninch, 1959 Mariarn
Wilson; August 5: 1929 Betty Eklem;August 6: 1989 Mitchell Byam;August 7: 1947 Jim Schdfr;
August 9: 1992 Elizabeth Inmariugust 11: 1927 Liz ClevingerAugust 12:1990 Bill Wilson; August 13:
1961 Carole Recordiugust 19: 1962 Julie LewisAugust 23: 1992 Anamaria ShrockAugust 24: 1932
Edna Davison, 1974 Cynthia Russelugust 29:1937 Magaret Cardwell.

XYou are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism
and marked as Christ’s own forever Amen.

Grant Them peace.August 1:1909 Mary Hussan Chesnut, 2086na Dordas;August 3: 1909 Pansy
Lorance Gibbs, 1938da Cook, 194 Arthur V. Selley 1967 John yman RopesAugust 4: 1917 Jame;
Conorroe, 1992 Floy Boyderugust 5: 1904 James Benjamin Rodman, 1963 John PlattA8gust 6:
1907 Sherman Rare$923 James Darius King Kenned¥®30 Mildred Sciortino, 1934 John Poreman
1968 Gwendolyn FRobinson, 1998Villiam Richard Dugger2007 Emilia fan DrobnicAugust 7: 1937
Robert Harding;August 9: 1965 Ernest Sidney Gravesugust 10: 1905 Ann Cook, 1907 Michag
Bonaforte Carverl995 MaryAnn Ervington ParkerAugust 11: 1921 Glenn Howard Green, 1988 R0s3
Briney BurkhalterAugust 12:1905 Phoebe Beacofugust 13:1956 Nellie May Bennetugust 14:1956
Marie Purdum, 1973 Mary Lily Harshef&ugust 15:1928 Mary Higgins, 197Walter PercivalAugust 16:
1934 Bell HathawayAugust 17: 2007 Robert Charles Lewis,.SAugust 18:1920 Julia MagaretAshba;
August 19: 1910AnnaWoodward, 1963 JdhompsonAugust 21: 1925 Joseph Mgan Podmore, 198
Robert Byron Oliver;August 22: 1981 Mary Ellen Critchley Johnsodugust 24 2008 Cloey Diang
Manton, 1964 Gussi@. McCleary; August 25: 1965 Paul ErvingtonAugust 26: 1967 Beatrice Rultl
Hatton, 1990 Geraldine Louise Petros Raines, 2002 Mary Ellen BlackdayAugust 27: 1938 Marie
Adgell; August 28: 1903 EarlWinch, 1953 Gayl E. Coopell967 Cora Bennetugust 29: 1932 Ruth
Staton; August 30: 1927 Tommy Edwards; 1952 Frederick Lafayette Secord, 1980 Carroll Smith,
RichardWininger Fingleton.

XMay their souls, and the souls of all the depé&ed,
through the mery of God, rest in peace.Amen.
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Those who are ill or in need: Jean Hood; Diane McCoedidlroyer; Cheryl Lakin; Jean Holtson; Carol M
Judy Smithmother_ouella. &pray for Ma#yin Holsapple on the death of hey Eathae Leadbetter

Those in the military: ~ Andrew Wlker; Reid Smith; Riley Whaling; Eric Gale; CharheoEighylanton; Jerem
Rood; Joe Chauvaux; Michelle Stanforth Smith; Parker Kuntz; Matthew Palmer; Zacharyieuwe; &dylebd
Morris; Gary Mabry; Paul and Barb Nichmlson, Mike JenniAgsia May Reitenisrandson, Patrick Confaly;
Fraziés nephewJeremy; Marla Gorda@phemDanny; Carole Recordphews, Bert and Bobby

Those who have died: Mickie Smysdduane Leadbetter
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EYC RETURNS: SunDAY NIGHT, AUGUST 22

Family Night and Preview of the Calendar

5:00pm: Dinner in Parish Hall
5:45pm: Family Feud
6:30pm: A look at the calendar and a

sharing of hopes for families with
young people. And a chance to
meet the youth team

Being a family with teens and pre-teens can be
a fun adventure or a scary rollercoaster. As
children make the passages into young
adulthood, many parents are struggling to learn
how to relate to their rapidly changing “little ones”
(who are now equal or greater in height to mom
and/or dad). Pre-adolescent children share the
same world as their parents; teens bring a whole
new world into the household and this is where
the adventure or nightmare begins.

My hope and intention through the youth
ministries of EYC, is to provide a community with
spiritual and practical  support and
encouragement to both teens and parents. As
my own household has shared the last four years
making the transition from “family with young
children” to “family with teens,” | hope to provide
a place at Saint Andrew where we can laugh,
play, cry, and dream together—a community
where young people experience one another in
honesty and support and where they can learn to
prepare for adulthood with enthusiasm instead of
fear.

If you are a family with a young person going
into 5th grade to 12th grade, come on outto EYC
kick-off on Sunday Night, August 22 at 5:00—
7:00pm.

Fr. Richard +

HAVING
()11 SAY ABOoOK REVIEW BY ANNA
LESEE MAY REITENOUR
HAvING OUR SAY
BY SARAH L. DELANY &

A. ELizABETH DELANY

This is a wonderful story of two sisters
born in the late 1800s into a family of ten
children, daughters of a former slave. All ten
children attended college (St. Augustine) in
Raleigh, North Carolina. But this is the story
written by Bessie who became the second black
woman licensed to practice dentistry in New York
and Sadie, the first black person ever to teach
domestic science in a public high school in New
York. They befriended everyone who was
anyone in the Harlem Renaissance (their brother
won the 1925 Congressional primary there),
pursued careers instead of husbands, and lived
peacefully together, despite their differences.

Their father, Henry Beard Delany, became
an Episcopal priest and later the first elected
African American bishop of the Episcopal Church,
U.S.A.

Bessie was the feisty one and admits that
she was almost lynched as a young person
growing up in the rural south.

| remember seeing the sisters on the early
morning news doing yoga, both past 100 years of
age.

It wasn’t easy growing up in the south, but
they persevered. While their account of the last
40 years is sketchy, their observations about
everything from black identity to their yoga
exercises make them worthwhile company.

Their mother and father were the best of
parents who taught all their children to do their
best because as their mother, Nanny said, “It's no
more than they should have done.” The sisters
lived to be 106 and 108.



vestry highlight s

BY STEW LAUTERBACH

. Attendance for the month of June was
down, and Adult Offerings were $2,000 down
from budget. Only $2,400 is left in the Cash
Flow Trust Money account and shares of
stock will have to be sold in order to replenish
this line.

. Improvements made to the Atriums are
near completion and should come in under
budget.

. The vestry authorized Jr. Warden, Phil
Webb, to replace the air-conditioning system
in the event that it fails.

. The formal resolution employing Fr. Ted
was approved and officially recorded in the
minutes.

. Over $10,000 has been raised for the
125th Anniversary Celebration.

. Melinda Snyder submitted her
resignation as receptionist‘housekeeper to
take a position as a legal secretary. She
expressed that it had been a pleasure to work
for the parish, and we wish her well in her new
career.

. The vestry approved necessary repairs
to the stair treads, resurfacing the parking lot,
and replenishing the Cash Flow Trust Money
fund

“Flood insurance is very expensive, Mr. Noah,
and besides, it would have to rain 40 days
and 40 nights to flood around here.”

NNNNNNNRN

ON THE SUBJECT OF “SERVICE"...
We are all saddened to learn this week of the death of
one of our church’'s most valuable members, Someone
Else. Someone’s passing created a vacancy that will be
difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years, and
for every one of those years, Someone did far more than
a normal person’s share of the work. Whenever
leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was
looked to for inspiration as well as results: “Someone
Else can work with that group.” Whenever there was a
job to to, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one
name was on everyone's lists—Someone Else! “Let
Someone Else do it” was a common refrain heard
throughout the church. It was common knowledge that
Someone Else was among the largest givers in the
church. Whenever there was a financial need, everyone
just assumed Someone Else would make up the
difference. Someone Else was a wonderful person,
sometimes appearing superhuman; but a person can
only do so much. Were the truth known, everybody
expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone
Else is gone! We wonder what we are going to do.
Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but
who is going to follow it? Who is going to do the things
Someone Else did? Remember—we can't depend on
Someone Else anymore!

-Author Unknown

“As You have received,
nOW glve” = » uBY FR. RICHARD LIGHTSEY

On Friday evening, July ninth, | joined other
clergy of the diocese as we prayed for Clark
Miller, newly ordained priest of the Episcopal
Church. As | did so, my thoughts were not only
upon Clark, but upon Fr. Ted Neidlinger, who
served as Priest in Charge of Trinity Church and
as a mentor to Clark over the past five years. It
occurred to me, just as Fr. Ted was raised up from
the parish at St. Andrew to serve as Deacon for
ten years and then ordained to the priesthood in
2002, Ted played a key role for the same to
happen for Clark and Trinity Church in
Logansport. As Jesus commanded his disciples,
Ted was blessed to give in a similar way he had
received.

For me, it has been a long five and a half years
since Ted was installed at Logansport. | have
missed his influence and partnership in the
ministries of St. Andrew. The void he left has
never been filled and | am thankful for the return
of his ministry and his fellowship.

Fr. Ted is an example of the spiritual formation
offered by the community and liturgy of the
Episcopal Church. It has been the Eucharist that
has provided the spiritual foundation Ted needed
to respond to the call of ministry he heard in his
younger years. In his own words, he is “at home"
when he celebrates the Eucharist with his church
family. So much so, when | offered him a week or
two intermission between his responsibilities at
Trinity and return to St. Andrew, he graciously
declined expressing a preference to continue his
ministry as priest and celebrant at the altar of our
Lord.

Ted's return will provide the parish a shared
sacramental presence on Sunday mornings,
allowing both of us more opportunity for teaching
and pastoral care. | have been devoting much of
my summer in preparation for my class on the
Gospel of Luke (see class advertisement to the
right) beginning on September 12. | am looking
forward to sharing in-depth study and discussion
on the life of Jesus depicted in the Gospel of
Luke. For too long, | have been pressed on

Sunday mornings presiding and preaching at
three services. Fr. Ted's presence will relieve
some of those responsibilities and allow me to
teach and fellowship on Sunday Mornings.

Welcome home Fr. Ted and Dianne, you have
been missed!

“Jesus, According to Luke”

LED BY FR. RICHARD LIGHTSEY
CHRISTIAN FORMATION CLASS
SUNDAY MORNINGS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12
10:15 — 11:05 AM SouTH SIDE OF PARISH HALL

| am excited about the opportunity for in-depth
bible study and discussion with the people of
the parish. | am devoting the next year to
establishing Christian Formation which will
involve youth and adults on Sunday mornings.
My teaching philosophy is:

*Engage the student with the texts of
scripture.

*Inform the student of context and
background of scripture.

eInspire the student to reflect and apply the
teachings of scripture.

Sign-up for the first class will be August 15 at
the Ministry Fair. A $10.00/person donation for
the printed materials is requested. If you have
wanted open, intelligent, and reflective study
of the Bible, along with stimulating discussion
amongst Rector and fellow parishioners, then
wait no longer and help build the experience at
St. Andrew.

1s7 CLAsS: “T HE PARABLES OF JESUS”
Sept. 12, 19, & 26

2ND CLASS: “N ON-PARABLE TEACHINGS OF
Jesus: Oct. 17, 24 & 31

3rRD CLASS: “T HE HEALINGS OF JESUS:”
Nov. 7, 14, & 21

4TH CLASS : “T HE LIFE AND DEATH OF JESUS”
Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, & 19




Aug.

Aug.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

m iSCeIIany

1 Owen Farrington Aug. 19 Diana Mitchell
Marianne Wilson Karen Warwick

4 Edna Davison Aug. 20 Jim Holtson

6 Stan Lamb Susan Duffy
Gary Givens Aug. 22 Allison Mitchell
Sue Erny Anna May Reitenour

Juanita Tebbe
Keara DeChert
Mara DeChert

7

8 Anamaria Shrock
9 Brady Farrington
11 llene Host

13 William Cox Aug. 24 Rosa Riley

14 Mary Richcreek Aug. 27 Sally Hollingsworth
Jim McCord Elizabeth Lewis

18 Del Marquand Aug. 28 Austin Shapiro

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Aug
Aug

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

.7 Paul & Barb Nichols
. 8 Fr. Frank & Mick King
Judy & Stew Lauterbach
13 John & Rachel Rosborough
15 Jack & Hazel Mapes
16 Fred & Sherry Horner (30 years)
20 Steven & Sheilah Bower
23 Gene & Nancy McGarvey

Steve & Kathy Alexander
Mark & Pat Heinig

25 Phil & Dee Weaver
26 Joe & Sally Rostron
29 Gary & Corinne Givens
30 Pat & Carl Stanforth

In June & July
we welcomed the following
persons:

Josh & Becky Ulery &
family
Gina Heim
Gladys & Sena Creppy
Adrian Velazquez &
Kevin Wagner

St. Anne’s Guild considers their June
Bake Sale a pleasing success. Our
project raised $309.75, which we were
then happy to contribute to the church
for our Anniversary Celebration this
fall. We are grateful for all the support
we received and thank all of you who
bought and contributed to our project.

saint andrew

IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF SAINT ANDREW EPISCOPAL CHURCH
602 WEST SUPERIOR STREET
Kokomo, INDIANA 46901-5299
765 457 2075 standrewkok@sbcglogal.net 765 457 5760 Fax
http:www.saintandrewkokomo.org
RICHARD LIGHTSEY, rector
Niki WEesB, parish administrator and layout editor
MELINDA SNYDER, distribution

Mah Jongg League
Fridays,August 6 and 20 7PM
Parish Hall

Everyone is invited to attend even if you don’t know hojv to play

[we will be happy to teach ydumonies collected throu
August will go to the wosnarelter

Free Community Breakfasts
Satudays,August 7, 14, 21, 28
9:30 AM in Parish Hall

Can you help?

Going Away Reception forMelinda Snyder
SundayAugust 8

Our Receptionist and Housekesfednda Snydenas
accepted a job with local attdboeyButton. Her last day

St.Andrew will Baugust 13. Please come say goodbyg and

Godspeed on Sundaygust 8. Melirslavork here hag
been most appreciated and she will be sorely missed

Order of . Luke *=*
Monday August 9 7PM Chapel

S. Anne’s Guild
TuesdayAugust 10

The Guild will meet at noon at the Kokomo Coundy ¢
women are invited to attentindes Guild meetings.

Business & Finance
WednesdayAugust 1 @ 12PM
Lounge

Footloose and Fancy Fee

Footloose and Fancy Free will be on hiatus for the rpongbwoivill need to schedule another time for training.

August.

Ministr y Fair
SundayAugust 15 following all seices

Select ways you can contribute your time and talerjt t

afglgwsday September 2

Andrew and then sign up on Sunday morning. If you
participate in a minjstou must sign up to contingewillv
not assume you want to continue to participate.

EYC Fall Season Kick Of
SundayAugust 15 5PM
Andrews Cross

Vestry
ThursdayAugust 19 7PM
Hood Room

Oh

at

lub.

Celebration on the Lot

Satuday, August 21 5-8:30 PM
See pagellfor details.

Christian Formation Celebration
SundayAugust 22 12:15 PM
Parish Hall

See back page for details.

Ultr eya
Monday August 23 7PM
Sanctuay

Bistro San Pasquale

Satuday, August 28 6PM

Parish Hall

There will be a Fund-raising Dinner on SAtigdsly28 at
6pm in the Parish Hale menu for the meal is posted on
message board in the Narthiekets are limited and will i
sold on a first come first serve basis. Funds raised
toward the 125thnniversary Celebration. For m
information, please see page 6.

Ministers in Worship Meeting

SundayAugust 29 following 1: 11 sewice

This meeting is for all new members ofetieatdiforship
ministries—acolytes, altar guild, ambassadors, atte
takers, healing prayer teams, LEMs, Lectors, Present
Ushers. Experienced members will train the new menj
you have signed up for one of these ministries at the
Fair please come to this training se#fsymo. cannot attend

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Tgp to Beef & Boards

St. Anne’s Guild has arranged a trip to Beef &
Boards Dinner Theatre on Thursday, September 2
for a matinee showing of “Church Basement
Ladies.” Carpools will be arranged at a later date.

125th Anniversary Celebration
October 2-3

Annual Pet Blessing
October 10
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Bistro San Pasquale

On Saturday evening the twenty-eighth of August
at six in the evening, the basement of Saint
Andrew's Church will be transformed into the
Bistro San Pasquale.

Preparations for a six-course meal will have
started in earnest the preceding evening.
Saturday afternoon will see the preparations
continue. Hot and cold appetizers will be made.
Chilled soup will be prepared. Sorbet will be
cooled. Salmon will be poached in Court
Bouillon, and Veal Scallops will be pounded thin
and cooked with Marsala wine and mushrooms.

Guests will arrive for the single seating at six, and
will be seated by the Maitre D'. Teenagers and
young adults will make up the wait staff, and will
serve the meals.

Saint Pasquale de Baylon was born in 1540. He
was a mystic and contemplative. He ministered
to the poor, and legend has it that he developed
the recipe for a restorative, now called sabayon
in France and zabaione in lItaly.

Desert will be based on Saint Pasquale's recipe.
It will be a fitting conclusion to an evening of fine
food and company.

This is planned to be the first of a series of events
made possible by the enthusiastic work of a
sizable number of Saint Andrew's parishioners.
Additional helping hands are always appreciated.
Contact Amy Wallace, Jim Scheffler, Mary
Crousore, Dave Detzler, or Tom Richey. Any of
them will be happy to get you involved.

Only 56 seats are available. A donation of at
least $27.50 is asked to cover the cost of food
and wine, more would be greatly appreciated.
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To my St. Andrew friends:

| want to thank the visitors I've had
during my illness for thinking of me. Also
thank you so much for the lovely bouquets
from the altar. I'm improving every day.

Love,
Your friend in Christ,
Jean Hood

Ministry Fair Coming!
Sunday, August 15
following all services

Plan to atend and sign up for the
various ministries of the church.

Christ as Center (Reprinted homily by Fr. Lightsey from July 18, 2010)

There is a credit card company that came up with the slogan, “What's in your wallet?" The commercials
feature a marauding group of barbarians about to destroy the cardholder until they find out he has the right card
in his wallet. The point being: it matters what credit card you use.

| ask you another question, "What is in your center?" "What does your life revolve around as it spins?"
For many parents, it is their kids' activities. For professionals, it is their work and the effort required to stay
employed during this historical economic era. For those who are older, | hear, "trips to the doctor, this test and
that test." Certainly, worries for loved ones and hopes for the present and future lies at the center of many lives.
For some, an emptiness lies at the center of their lives. Like Sarah, the wife of Abraham. In her culture it was
her ability to produce a child, most specifically, a male child that gave her significance. But she was barren,
and she had learned to live with the fact that she would never be a mother, she had accepted her emptiness.

As Christians and spiritual seekers we believe something or someone greater lies at the middle of all
things; one beyond all the temporal and passing stuff. It is true, our lives are revolving around a much greater
life source then we realize. In the center of all things, in heaven and on earth, through whom all things were
created and from whom all have their being—there is the life of the Creator and all of that life is found in the
image of Jesus.

The daily offices, morning, noon, evening, and compline prayer have been handed down through the
centuries so a person may live their life in the daily rhythm of prayer, and more specifically, prayer centered in
Christ. The daily offices give to us the rhythm of the monastic community without the walls. Of course most of
us scoff at the idea of stopping to pray, 3 -4 times a day, much less gathering with a group of others to pray, but
these offices come to us for a reason. Every life spins, and it is what a life spins around, that determines its joy
and significance.

The writer to the Colossians proclaims, "Christ Himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together." The world is filled with people whose lives are like projectiles, careening off course, not having a clue
where things are heading. | often think of the scene in the very first Star Wars movie where Darth Vader is about
to blast Luke Skywalker. They are both enroute to the core of the Death Star, where Luke intends to fire one
shot into the center of the ship, setting off a series of explosions that would cause the whole thing to blow up.
Vader has Luke in his sights but just when he is about to release the missile, Vader is hit from behind by Han
Solo who came out of nowhere. Vader's ship is catapulted into outer space, spinning out of control. It may not
be so dramatic, or obvious, but in every life, things hit us by surprise. We get knocked off course, our vulnerable
and tentative life-path is disrupted. Those things which served as the centers of our life, are no longer there,
something or nothing else has replaced them. Our lives are going round and round, but around what are we
spinning?

Fortunately, life is not like an onion or an ogre, when you start peeling away the concentric layers that
serve as the immediate and progressive centers of life something or someone lies deep into the center. As the
things that attract all of our attention, worry, and energy either fade away, or are taken away, we can find a more
powerful and significant source of life and being around which our lives might revolve. The Gospel story invites
us to journey deep and find Christ in the center of all things.

| think this is why the Eucharist is so important to us. The Eucharist serves us as a community center to
return to upon each week's rotation—the Eucharist being the sacrament of the presence of Christ. If the daily
offices allow us daily pauses to look to Christ to be the center of our activity, it is the Eucharist that provides us
a weekly connection with Christ along with those whom Christ has called us into community. It seems right and
good that Christ is at the center, and to the degree that this is lived out consciously and practically, | believe
affects the cohesion and sense of our lives. All things hold together in Christ.

In this morning's gospel reading, Jesus appreciated all of the things that Martha was doing on his behalf,
but he also saw that she was so distracted by all those things she was going to miss the very reason she was
doing them. There was Martha spinning around with a laundry list of tasks lying in the middle. And, there was
Mary, sitting at the feet of Jesus in the center. Mary was going to spend time with Jesus as long as he was there.
We too, are encouraged to do the same.

"Holy God, in you we live and move and have our being; we humbly pray for you so to guide and govern
us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember
that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord." Amen. 7



